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Our Schedule
Sunday, July 6, 10 a.m., For His
Glory Church, Log Cabin, City
Park, Spring Grove, Minnesota.
507-725-2984.

Friday-Sunday, July 11-13, Calvary
Lutheran Church, Minong, Wisconsin.
Friday-Saturday, 7 p.m., Sunday 9
a.m. 715-466-2366.

Sunday, July 20, 10:30 a.m., Water
of Life Ministries, Rockford, Illinois,
815-873-9656.

Sunday, July 27, 10 a.m., Open Arms
Community Church, Howard Lake,
Minnesota. 320-286-5858.

Sunday, August 3, 10 a.m., For
His Glory Church, Log Cabin, City
Park, Spring Grove, Minnesota.
507-725-2984.

Saturday-Sunday, August 9-10., Res-
toration Christian Assembly Church,
Pewaukee, Wisconsin. 262-691-3336

Sunday, August 24, 10 a.m., Grace
Community Church, Turtle Lake, Wis-
consin 715-986-4700.

August 26-28, Attending Billy Gra-
ham School of Evangelism, Hender-
sonville, North Carolina.

Contact us to schedule services in
your church or community.

Our Mission
Tom Shanklin Ministries is uniting
with the Body of Christ to fulfill the
Great Commission to reach the world
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Our Partners
Go Preach and all the outreaches of
Tom Shanklin Ministries are made
possible by the prayers and financial
support of our faithful partners.

For more information, messages,
preaching and Gospel materials,
check us out on the internet.

Tom Shanklin Ministries
Tom and Susan Shanklin
PO Box 4144
Mankato, MN 56002
E-mail: tom@gopreach.net
Web: www.gopreach.net

Send the wind, send the fire, Lord

Dear Friend,

Back in the 70s, the Holy Spirit began to move like a wind among
young people in our nation. Many of us were searching for reality. Frustrated
with the hypocrisy we saw in society, we were looking for love, joy, and
peace.

The trouble is, we were looking in all
the wrong places, until the Spirit of God began
to move upon many long-haired hippy types
and others through the “Jesus movement.”
We didn’t know it was the Jesus movement.
Someone had to tell us that later. But it was a
genuine move of God, and many people came
into the Kingdom of God during that time.

For Susan and me, it took place in
Houston County in Southeast Minnesota,
where many of us left behind a life of drugs,
alcohol and rebellion and found a true refresh-
ing in the presence of God. Susan and I were
both baptized at separate times during 1977 in
Beaver Creek, a stream that flows through the
bluffs of Houston County.

We moved from that place in 1981, but our hearts have never been
too far from there. We have returned many times to minister, pray, and to
visit with friends. The work of the Gospel has faced opposition in that area for
many years. There have been many attacks of the enemy upon the people,
much strife and difficulty, and yet the Lord has never lost His vision for that
part of the world.

In 2005, we established a fellowship of believers (For His Glory
Church) which has been meeting in a log cabin in the city park in Spring
Grove. I've been traveling there once or twice a month, encouraging the be-
lievers and reaching out to Houston County and surrounding area.

In June, we invited some ministers from Elk River, Minnesota to come
to our church for a weekend of meetings and to minister the Word of God.
Pastor Dave and Sue Weigel, along with Alice Sharping, brought some fresh
fire, a fresh word, and the love of God.

Interestingly, Dave was one of those who was touched by the revival
which occurred in Houston County in the ‘'70s. In April of 1978, Dave had
traveled from the Twin Cities to Houston County to attend the wedding of his
friends, Robert and Mary Kay Schroeder. The wedding reception was held at
an old meat locker in Spring Grove. Robert’s father, Don Schroeder, shared
Jesus with Dave at the reception. Later that night, at about 2 a.m., with the
help of leaders of the church, Dave was baptized in water in Beaver Creek.
This began his spiritual journey.

Our recent weekend with Dave, Sue, and Alice brought a re-stirring of
the move of the past. We remembered with joy what God had done some 30
years ago. But it also brought a sense and a stirring of a new move of God, a
fresh move, a move that will touch the generation of today. God surprised us
with a water baptism, which occurred once again in Beaver Creek (see cover
photo), and two visitors were also baptized in the Holy Spirit.

God'’s people were greatly blessed and encouraged by a wonderful
prophetic gift exercised by Alice Sharping, and words of encouragement and
prayer from Dave and Sue Weigel. But most of all, God showed up, which is
what we most need today!

With our nation languishing in a cesspool of mediocrity and an abyss
of spiritual confusion, we need fresh fire to bring much-needed change. So
let’s pray for the fire and move with God in this hour. What we receive may
not look like we expect. It may be different, just like the moves of the past
were different. But let us recognize the hand of God and move with Him as He
touches lives in a fresh new way in our nation, in the mighty name of Jesus!

Thank you for sharing with us in this ministry! Pray with me for fresh
fire to touch our nation and the world!
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Unity!

It’s not only good and pleasant, but crucial to world evangelism

By Tom Shanklin

The hundred and thirty third Psalm is actually
a worship song about unity. It is "good and pleasant,”
the scripture says, “for the brethren to dwell together in
unity.” The song speaks of “precious ointment” emblem-
atic of the anointing of the Holy Spirit, and God’s bless-
ings that come as a result of such unity.

It was written at the time when all of Israel came
together under King David’s leadership, after a long time
of separation and division.
This was a great time of
rejoicing, excitement and
victory over the oneness
of God’s people.

This anointing
and blessing are sorely
missing in the church
world today. All too often,
instead of unity and love,
we have strife and divi-
sion, and as a result
we are missing much of
what the Lord has for us.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it
is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It
is like the precious ointment upon the head,
that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s
beard: that went down to the skirts of his

The corporate anointing can accomplish much
more than the individual anointing. And in fact, the
anointing upon an individual can easily be dissipated by
disunity and lack of harmony in the group. This is true in
our individual churches, and also in the Body of Christ at
large.

In this wonderful song, written by David, we
read, “It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that
ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went
down to the skirts of
his garments;”

Now, I don’t know
about you, but when
I read the Old Testa-
ment, I read it with
New Testament eyes. I
realize it was originally

garments; As the dew of Hermon, and as the \itten for natural Is-
dew that descended upon the mountains of
Zion: for there the LORD commanded the
blessing, even life for evermore.” Psalms
133:1-3, KJV.

rael, but it was inspired
by the Holy Spirit, with
the mind of Christ, and
the Lord really looks at
us (the church) as the

We may be common-
individually wealth of
anointed, but Israel.
we are falling Now, we
short of the know that
level of power the head of
and blessing the body is
which we could the Lord Je-
have if we sus Christ.
would learn to The oint-
flow together | ment that
in a corporate flows from
anointing. the head is
When the anoint-
Solomon’s ing of the
temple was Holy Spirit
dedicated, the that issues
Bible says that forth from
the Levites the head of
“were as one, the church.
to one sound This is the
to be heard world’s
in praising greatest
and thank- anointing,
ing the Lord.” Chinese believers and missionaries at an underground house church in China in 2000. because the
Together they scriptures
said, “For He is tell us that

good, and His mercy endures forever.” As a result of their
harmonious worship, the Bible says that a cloud of glory
filled the temple so that the priests could no long stand
up, because of the power and presence of the Lord. (2
Chronicles 5:11-14)

Likewise, we see on the day of Pentecost, that
the believers were “with one accord in one place” and
suddenly the Holy Spirit came and filled them all. (Acts
2) Three thousand people got saved that day. Such is the
power and presence of God when we come together in
unity.

God has anointed Jesus “with the oil of gladness above
thy fellows.” (Ps. 47.5) When we are flowing in the “Jesus
anointing” we will rejoice and be glad, and see many
miracles to glorify the Son.

The scripture says that this anointing flows down
upon the beard. The beard speaks of maturity. More
about that later, but suffice it to say for now that maturity
is required to carry the anointing and to allow it to func-
tion in the earth.

Aaron was the high priest. This again speaks of
the anointing of our high priest, Jesus, upon the minis-



try gifts and the body, an anointing which produces the
priesthood of the believer. This anointing is designed to
flow down to the skirts of his garment, that is, through-
out the whole body and touch the world.

As a result of this anointing, there is blessing.
God'’s presence brings blessing to the church and to the
world. The dew of Hermon and the dew upon Mt. Zion
are symbolic of this blessing, flowing forth and bringing
refreshing. Both Hermon and Zion are mountains which
receive a dousing of dew even in dry seasons. The dew
speaks of refreshing, and a moistening of the hearts and
watering of the things of God.

Mt. Zion is emblematic of the church. It was the
high place in the city of the King, Jerusalem. Hermon
was also considered a sacred place, but it is located in
the north of Palestine, and is visible from Lebanon, Syria,
and Jordan. The dew on Hermon represents the blessing
of God that comes on all nations and people, through the
unity of the believers. Hermon is also likely the location of
the Mount of Transfigurations, where

Jesus was seen by Peter, James, and We see throughout the
Bible that God used
divine connections (or
we could say super-
natural relationships,
spiritual partnerships,
or strategic alliances)
mission of the church. That's why we O further His purposes.

John in His glory.

The place of unity is where
the Lord commanded the blessing,
even life forevermore. In other words,
when the brethren dwell together
in unity, there will be a corporate
anointing, and as a result, there will
be blessing in the church, and people
will get saved.

People getting saved is the

are here on the earth. It is the thing

that is most important to the Lord.

So, if we walk in unity with the brethren, we contribute to
people getting saved. It we walk in disunity and dishar-
mony, we contribute to their destruction.

Oh my, things just got a whole lot more serious!

OUR UNITY WILL TOUCH THE WORLD

Jesus also told us that the unity of His church
would touch the world. In the 17th chapter of the Gospel
of John, He prayed to the Father, “That they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me.” John 17:21, KJV. Also, He says, "By
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another.” John 13:35, KIV.

In my own life, I can remember that I was at-
tracted to the Lord because of the love I saw in His peo-
ple, both a love for Him and a love for one another. True
Christian love is our greatest commodity, and our great-
est soul winning tool. If the church at large could flow in
God'’s love, in a short time, our local churches would be
full, and the world would be won to Jesus. Therefore, we
should all make love our great quest in life.

How many of us have visited a local church,
whether on vacation, or while searching for a place to fel-
lowship, only to find the congregation turned inward, or
with strife in the air, and colder than a dead fish? Imagine
what it is like for an unbeliever to visit such a place. May
the white hot power of the love of God warm our congre-
gations.

DON’'T MISS YOUR DIVINE CONNECTIONS

When Jesus sent out His disciples, He sent them
two and two. He knew that they would need one another
as they reached out to lost, dying, sighing, crying hu-
manity. They would require support, encouragement and

prayer. They would need someone on their team.

When Jesus sent these teams of two, I have to
imagine that He made a careful selection. He gave them
partners with wisdom and divine discernment. He knew
which personality traits and which spiritual gifts would
compliment one another and contribute ot the success of
the mission.

We see throughout the Bible that God used divine
connections (or we could say supernatural relationships,
spiritual partnerships, or strategic alliances) to further His
purposes. These relationships not only brought success to
the plan of God, but also brought comfort and strength to
those in partnership together.

Where would David have been without Jonathan,
who through a covenant friendship, protected David from
the attempts upon his life by King Saul? Perhaps Paul
would have never fulfilled his destiny, established church-
es, reached much of the known world, and written much
of the New Testament, without a divine connection with
Barnabus, who brought him to An-
tioch to teach the believers. Pricilla
and Aquilla were divinely connected
not only as husband and wife, but
as co-pastors of the church which
met in their home. God used them
to instruct powerful leaders such as
Apollos in the things of God.

Husband and wife connections are
very powerful. The way that these
connections work will vary from
one couple to another, Some may
actively minister together, others
may seem to function separately. In
my own case, my strongest divine
connection is with my wife. Although she doesn’t always
travel in ministry with me, I feel united with her at all
times. When I go into a meeting, almost always Susan
and I have prayed together about the gathering. She will
often pray things under the unction of the Holy Spirit
that will be a key to the operation of my ministry in that
meeting. I may be ministering among strangers, but I do
not have a sense of being alone. We are together, though
often separated physically.

We need to see the relationships which God has
ordained for us, and understand how they are to be
structured, in order to fulfill the divine purpose for our
lives. All too often, our prejudice, emotional reactions,
natural thinking, and fleshly wisdom keep us from func-
tioning in these vital divine connections. There are spiri-
tual connections between husbands and wives, between
ministers, between church members and their pastors,
which are not being fulfilled today. As a result the Body of
Christ is weaker and less able to touch the world.

There are ministries that are called to work to-
gether. There are churches that are called to unite. There
are business people who are called to divine partner-
ship with ministries. There are friends that are separated
through disrespect, dishonor, and insensitivity. There are
divine connections which are broken, which greatly hinder
the work of God.

Divine connections are not to be manipulated
or contrived. We need to learn to flow with the Spirit in
these partnerships. . . to connect the way that God has
ordained, and with the people to whom God has divinely
connected to us. The ecumenical movement is an ex-
ample of a fleshly contrived unity which is more political
than spiritual. Too often, it is based more on compro-



mised values than any true spiritual partnership. It's an
attempt at unity, but too often it’s just man’s effort, and
produces little fruit.

KEEP THE UNITY UNTIL WE GET UNITY

The book of Ephesians gives us tremendous
insight into the issue of unity in the Body of Christ. The
first three chapters of that book deal with our position in
Christ—who we are, what we have, and what we can do
as a result of our spiritual union with the Lord. Then in
Ephesians 4, Paul deals with the practical outworking of
our spiritual walk in the Christian life.

"I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffer-
ing, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Ephesians
4:1-3, KJV.

Before we talk about these verses, notice what
Paul says in verse 13. ..

"Till we all come in the unity

of the faith, and of the knowledge of TRHIiS IS where we miss
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, it. All too often, if

" /4
someone disagrees
with our theology or
methodology, we are
ready to declare them
confused. First, he says we are keep anathema (CUI'SEd). We

unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ:” Ephesians

4:13, KJV.
In verse 3, he tells us to
“keep the unity. . .” In verse 13,

he says “till we all come into the
unity.” We might wonder if Paul was

the unity, implying that unity is

something we already possess, but aFe ready to break fel-
lowship with them.

need to keep. Then, he says in the
future we will come to the unity.

But in reality he is speaking
of two different types of unity: the “unity of the Spirit”
and the “unity of the faith.” These are two very different
things.

We have the unity of the Spirit now, because
“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all.” Ephesians 4:4-6, KJV. You
see, every born again Christian has the same Father. We
are all part of the same body, regardless of our denomi-
nation, race, or gender. We all receive from one Spirit.
There is only one Lord who died for all of us, and there is
only one baptism. In the mind of God, there is not a Pen-
tecostal baptism, a Lutheran baptism, a Baptist baptism.
There is only one. . . and we are one.

This is why He says we are to KEEP the unity. We
do not need to make unity. We are already unified. What
we need to do is earnestly guard that unity and the bond
of peace. We are to have peace with one another, in spite
of what differences we may have.

This is where we miss it. All too often, if some-
one disagrees with our theology or methodology, we are
ready to declare them anathema (cursed). We are ready
to break fellowship with them. But the Bible says we are
to endeavor (strive earnestly) to keep the unity of the
Spirit until we all come in the unity of the faith.

"Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice, with the
voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to
eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion.” Isaiah 52:8,
KJV.

You see, there is a day coming when we will see
eye to eye. The Lord is going to bring us into the unity of

the faith. But until that day, we are to endeavor to keep
the the unity of the Spirit. We are to forebear (put up
with) one another in love. Someone may have a different
view of the day of the Lord than me, but that does not
mean he is not my brother in Christ. Someone may have
a different view of spiritual gifts, but that does not mean
we do not have the same Father. Someone may have a
different vision on how to reach the world, but ultimately
we are all going the same direction.

LET'S DON'T WRITE ONE ANOTHER OFF

"But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why
dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I
live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and ev-
ery tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us
shall give account of himself to God. Let us not therefore
judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that
no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his
brother’s way.” Romans 14:10-13, KJV.

We are often quick to “write off”
our brother because of some perceived
failure or doctrinal difference. We may
call him a name or break fellowship.
By doing this, we set a stumbling
block for him and others and greatly
hinder the work of God. As Christians,
we are part of the family of God.

“"And John answered him, saying,
Master, we saw one casting out devils
in thy name, and he followeth not us:
and we forbad him, because he fol-
loweth not us. But Jesus said, Forbid
him not: for there is no man which
shall do a miracle in my name, that
can lightly speak evil of me. For he
that is not against us is on our part.” Mark 9:38-40, KJV.

The disciples did not want to allow the man to use
the name of Jesus, because he “followeth not us.” He's
not in our denomination, Jesus. He doesn’t have papers
with our organization. We can’t allow him to minister. But
Jesus made it clear that He has His servants in many dif-
ferent streams. I've been blessed to find fellowship with
believers from many different denominations, streams,
and movements. We don’t always agree with every jot
and tittle, but where there is a love for the Lord and for
souls, we can often unite and work together.

Actually, our differences can serve to strengthen
us and help us to grew in new dimensions in Christ. Dif-
ferent perspectives on the Word are needed to help us
see the whole picture. When we reject our brother’s point
of view, we instantly lose that perspective and he loses
ours. “There is a river, the streams whereof shall make
glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of
the most High.” Psalms 46:4, KJV.

I realize that there are some things that are just
out-and-out heresy and need to be exposed. We need to
be careful of subtle tactics of the enemy to bring error
and sin into the church. But often people are often so
quick to cry “false doctrine.” You may need to ask your-
self, "What about your false doctrine?” What about the
things that you hold to be absolutely true, and yet you do
not see the whole truth yet, until the Lord reveals these
things. No, none of us have arrived. All of us have a ways
to go, and as we are growing, we may tend to overem-
phasize or underemphasize certain things along the way,
but if our heart is right and we are seekers of the truth,
we will get where we are going, by and by. Meanwhile,



let’s walk in love towards our brother, so that the Father’s
will might be accomplished in all of us.
OUR GIFTS COLOR OUR VISION

Another thing that often divides us is our particu-
lar gifts and calling in the body of Christ. The way that we
look at things spiritually is largely based on our gifts and
callings. Paul continues to talk about the plan of God say-
ing, “But unto every one of us is given grace according to
the measure of the gift of Christ.” Ephesians 4:7, KJV.

Just as much as we are the same—one Father,
one Spirit, one Jesus, one body, we are also different,
because Jesus made us that way. We each have different
gifts. A study of the gifts reveals that each member of the
Body of Christ has a different perspective according to
the gift that has been given to them.

For example, a person given the gift of prophecy
will look at a situation completely differently than a per-
son with a gift of mercy. The solution they see for a given
problem will be completely different,
and because of this they will often
be at odds. But in fact, both of their
perspectives are valid, and necessary.
God made each person differently, so
He could use them in different ways
to minister to people.

Likewise, a pastor and an
evangelist may see things completely

If the ministers (apos-
tles, prophets, evan-
gelists, pastors and
teachers) are the key
given by the Lord Jesus

4:11-16, KJV.

These ministries are often called the five-fold
ministry gifts. They include apostles, prophets, evange-
lists, pastors and teachers. Their purpose is to perfect (or
mature) the saints (God’s consecrated people) so that
they might do the work towards building up (not tear-
ing down) Christ’s body, the church, until we come into
the unity of faith, the knowledge of the son of God, into
full maturity, becoming like Jesus. This is where we are
headed, and the five-fold ministry gifts are given by God
to get us there.

What an awesome responsibility we as the min-
isters of God have been given by the Lord to bring His
church into her destiny. No wonder James says that we
should be not many masters (or teachers) knowing that
we shall receive the greater judgment. (James 3:1)

This understanding of the ministry gifts of God
should also give all of us a solemn warning about how
we treat the gift of God. “He that
receiveth you receiveth me, and he
that receiveth me receiveth him that
sent me.” Matthew 10:40, KJV. We
must learn to respect God’s vessels.
The way that we treat them is the
way we are treating the Lord. Many
people are quick to attack, demean,
and criticize ministers of the Gospel.

differently. The pastor’s eyes are
more on the local church, and the
well-being of the saints. The evange-

Christ to bring us into
the unity of the faith,
then we must lead the

They may think that they are being
gallant and bold by the things that
they say, without realizing that they

list has his eyes more on the world,
and the needs of a lost and dying
humanity. The evangelist needs the
pastor’s perspective. The pastor needs the evangelist's
perspective. Together they can build the kingdom of God.
This is an example of a divine connection which is much
needed in the Body of Christ today.

So, oftentimes it is our different gifting which
separates us. It may also be our different religious or
cultural backgrounds. It may be differences based on our
gender, or age, or nationality. Sometimes it is based on
spiritual differences. Sometimes it is natural things. But
if we can realize that it is ok to be different and if we are
willing to accept one another’s differences as normal,
then we can flow together, receive from one another and
grow in the fullness of Christ.

THE MINISTERS MUST FLOW TOGETHER

The role of the various ministers in the body of
Christ is vital to maintaining the unity of the Spirit, ma-
turing the body of Christ, bringing us into the unity of the
faith, and reaching the world for Jesus Christ.

“"And he gave some, apostles; and some, proph-
ets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth
be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in
all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the
whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.” Ephesians

way. . .

are completely out of the will of God.
"Who art thou that judgest another
man’s servant? to his own master he
standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is
able to make him stand.” Romans 14:4, KJV.

But here’s the thought I want to get to concern-
ing the role of the five-fold ministry. If the ministers
(apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers)
are the key given by the Lord Jesus Christ to bring us
into the unity of the faith, then we must lead the way into
that unity by keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace amongst ourselves, respecting one another’s God-
given gifts, and speaking the truth in love to one another.
We must unite and work together to accomplish the will
of God in the church.

We must find those divine connections, which
God has ordained between us. We must let go of our
prejudice, emotional strongholds and hindrances to unity
among the brethren. We must unite around Jesus, the
head of the church, and His great cause of reaching the
world, rather than our own man-made alliances, narrow-
minded cynicism or gift-orientated biases. We must find
that common denominator between us (which is Jesus)
and lift Him up before the world.

If the ministers grow up, then the body will grow
up. Then God will work through all the divine connections
in His body. A supply of the Spirit will come out of every
“joint” (God-ordained relationship) and the body of Christ
will be built up and reach the world for Jesus Christ.

Yes, thank God for unity, it is good and pleasant.
It releases a perfumed ointment from the head which
flows through the ministry gifts and touches the whole
Body. It brings a refreshing which will transform the
church and touch the world. In this place, the place of
unity, the Lord has ordained everlasting life. Swim in that
and enjoy it, and let it touch everything around you. Let
the river flow, in Jesus name.



Bob Buess goes to heaven

Bob
Buess, longtime
mentor, spiritual
advisor and friend
to this ministry
died on June 1 of
this year leaving a
legacy of faith and
bulldog spiritual
tenacity.

An en-
counter with Bob
Buess was a never to be forgotten experience. With
a strong voice, he would bellow, “Praise God! Praise
God! Praise God!” and set the atmosphere for fellow-
ship.

Bob was the author of many Christian books,
including “Favor, the Road to Success” and “Laws of
the Spirit” and was notable among Christian ministers
for his prophetic gifts and boldness.

Bob consistently challenged us in prayer and
moving into a deeper dimension with God. His own
life, particularly in the later years, consisted of many
hours of deep intercession and worship. We thank
God for his faithful friendship and spiritual insight.

Lillian Buess, Bob’s lifelong partner in life and
ministry, plans to continue to carry on the ministry.

Minstering at Laurels Edge

Tom had an op-
portunity to minister
at the Friday afternoon
chapel service on May
30 at the Laurels Edge
Assisted Living Facility
in Mankato. He spoke
on “Becoming Fishers of
Men” and gave the mes-
sage of salvation. Tom’s
mother, Opal Shanklin,
= age 91, (left) is a resi-
f dent at Laurels Edge.

Grandpa New knew that he knew

By Julie Nelson

There he laid dying in his bed not recovering from
a broken hip. He was just days away from his 90th birth-
day. In the background you could hear Grandma praying,
“Lord don't take him home until he knows you.”

My Grand-
pa New was the
quietest, most
soft-spoken, slow
moving, gentlest
man I knew. I used
to sit with him when
Grandma went to
revival meetings
in the Summer. He
always had his cane
with him, he would
sit and listen to the
record player and
hold one hand be-
hind his ear to help
him hear better.

His favorite time of day, depending on the weather, was
when He went out to the yard. He would go slowly down
the steps into the garage, while he hung on to the railing.
Then, we slowly walked outside where he had a chair by
the garden or we put it in the middle of the yard, depend-
ing on where the sun was. The first time we did this,

he told me to sit down beside him, on the ground and

be very quiet. I said, “What are we waiting for?” “Shhh,
don’t move. Don't talk,” he whispered. Pretty soon, here
came a bird, then another, one on his shoulder pecking at
his bald head, another in front of him, looking for worms,
and then a squirrel came right in front of him and stared.
In just a few minutes there had to be 5 or 6 birds all
around us going about their business. I thought he was
just like St. Frances of Assisi.

I couldn’t image Grandpa not going to heaven, I
mean, the birds even came to him, he was so sweet. But
Grandma said, “You must take Jesus as your Lord and
Savior. He is the only One who can get you there.”

During Grandpa’s last days, Grandma would ask
him to invite Jesus into his heart. She even had her pas-
tor come over and pray. Then one day, as she tells the
story, she was in the kitchen praying for him, when she
heard George, that was his name, saying something.

She went into the dining room where the bed was and
said, “Did you say something?” He had his hand in the
air, reaching towards the ceiling, with tears in his eyes.
He said he saw his baby that had died. “There’s my baby,
there’s my baby.” Grandma held his hand and cried with
him. “You know you have to take Jesus into your heart so
you can be with your baby when you die?” “Yes, I know.”
She sat with him until he went to sleep again.

Two days later, she heard him again saying
something, so she went in to check on him, this time his
hand was raised towards heaven and was saying, “Sweet
Jesus, Oh sweet Jesus, my Lord has come to take me
home.” He then passed away. And Grandma knew that
Grandpa “knew that he knew” Jesus and now Grandma
could rest for she knew she would see him in heaven.

Julie and Steve Nelson are owners and propri-
etors of Snuggle Inn, a Bed and Breakfast in Jamestown,
ND. and longtime friends of this ministry.
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Oh, my what a beautiful day today—upper 80’s
with a breeze. Tom put in the air conditioners yesterday.
Since we have the hot water heat with the big old cast
iron registers, we have no duct work to have central air.
Now, that doesn’t break my heart because I'm a window,
fresh air person and I don't like to be shut up (in more
ways than one, ha). BUT if it's hot, hot and humid I'm the
first one to turn on the AC!

Yesterday, was a nice day here, too. A perfect
day to clean out the smoke house/broiler chicken coop.
Donned with face mask and shovel, I cleaned out a
month’s worth of chicken poop. I try to keep the coop
very clean but this year the chickens were so, so freakish
that one broke a wing bone trying to escape the gentle
farm lady when she was cleaning, so she just decided to
add layers of shavings until they were grown.

Well, let me tell you, that may have seemed to
be a good idea but just adding stuff over dirty stuff just
doesn’t work.

I spend a lot of sweating, eyes-and-lung-burning
time shoveling that chicken dirt out into the wheel bar-
row. As a rule of thumb, take care the the dirt on a regu-
lar basis and life will be a lot more enjoyable!

Those birds are now in the freezer, weighing
between eight and nine pounds dressed. Since they were
bigger than we would have liked them to be, we asked
to have them cut in pieces and bagged in two separate
bags. Yes, we have our chicken butchered somewhere
else. It’s called outsourcing, I believe.
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Tom asked me if it was worth
the money we paid to have them
butchered by someone else, instead
of the hearty Shanklin’s doing it
themselves. Please, it doesn’t take a
rocket scientist to figure that out!

We had one bird that lost it's
leg power and couldn’t walk anymore,
so Tom strung it up on my beloved
clothes line to you know what. The
chicken jerked around and such and
hung there dripping into a bucket,
while I boiled water to dunk the chicken in so I could
pluck the feathers.

I then soaked it in ice water and picked the
missed feathers and pin feather out in my KITCHEN sink.
YES!, it was worth the money we spent on processing. I
do love my Tom. You know I do.

In between the gardening, stained glass and
helping Tom, I have returned to nursing part time. Only
thing is I'm there so much it feels like "*more-than-
enough” time. Ha!

When I'm at work and it's very stressful, I soothe
my soul, and longingly look out the window, and dream
of my little farm. I believe it says in the Good Book to
be content in what ever state you're in. Yes, I'm content
looking out the window and praying for a way of escape!
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Free Offer

Tom Shanklin’s testimo-
ny, “Filling the Void,” has
been recently reprinted.
Join Tom on a journey
from the age of nine when
he prayed the sinners prayer

at a Baptist church in south-
ern Illinois. Walk with him
through his rebellious teen-
age years, his bondage to
alcohol and drugs in the *70s,
to the place where God finally
set him free in 1977. Get a copy
for yourself, read it, and pass it
on to someone who needs Jesus.
It’s our free gift to you, in Jesus
name.

REPLY FORM My Prayer Requests and Praise Reports

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

E-mail (for updates)

___YES. Please send my free copy of “Filling the Void.”

___KEEP ME INFORMED. I'm praying for Tom Shanklin
Ministries.

___GOSPEL SEED. Enclosed is my offering in the amount
of to help preach the Gospel in the US and
around the world.




